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The Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum is resident in Eastern and Southern Africa.  Due primarily to habitat loss and the illegal removal of cranes from the wild, the species has declined between 41% and 53% over a 20 year period (1985-2005).  Although an improved monitoring system is required to fully understand the current rates of decline, a proposal to uplist this species to at least Vulnerable under the IUCN Red List category is currently under consideration.

Cranes are removed from the wild for food, traditional use to promote monogamy, domestication, and the illegal trade market.  Although this removal is illegal in all African countries, CITES reports indicate that wild caught cranes have been exported as recently as 2001-2005.  Preliminary investigation into the crane trade has revealed high rates of illegal removal, a shift in demand from the West to the Middle and Far East, and unsustainable captive populations of crowned cranes in all formal zoo associations internationally (including AZA).  Of particular concern is the fact that crowned cranes are used primarily as decoration in mixed savanna exhibits. In these exhibits, the birds seldom breed due to a lack of suitable nesting areas and are prone to higher levels of predation.

A workshop to develop a mitigation plan for the trade threat was held in Kenya in October 2007.  A number of solutions and actions were identified including community-based conservation, legislative review, research, and conservation action. This includes improving awareness within the zoological community about the trade pressure on African cranes and promoting collaboration among facilities to improve husbandry techniques to achieve viable captive populations. 
Although improving the formal captive situation is only one piece of mitigating the threat of cranes being removed from the wild, assistance from the global zoological community is needed to reduce demand for wild caught birds and ensure this magnificent species persistence in captivity. 
